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Towards a common vision for strategic 

soil & land management research and 

knowledge transfer in Europe 

 
Second INSPIRATIONôs POLICY ORIENTED 

WORKSHOP  

Valérie Guérin, Corinne Merly 

4 July 2017, Brussels 
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Agenda 

1. Purpose of the day and your expectations 

2. A Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) for Soil and 

Land Management in Europe 

3. Stakeholder views on the INSPIRATION SRA: What 

is in for me and for national and European policy 

making?  

4. European DG activities and desires on soil and land 

research  

5. Implementing the SRA ï Open forum  

6. Next steps  
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Agenda 
09:30 ï 10:15 Purpose and expectations  

Á Objectives - Valérie Guérin (5 min)  

Á Tour de Table (40 min)  

10:15 ï 10:45 The SRA - Paul Nathanail 

Á Comments by INSPIRATIONôs IAB, Paul 

van Riet / Didier Vancutsem 

10:45 ï 11:15 Break  

11:15 ï 12:45 Stakeholder views on the 

SRA 

Interested parties 

Á European Soil Partnership - Violette 

Geissen  

Á European Soil Expert Group - Andreas 

Bieber 

Á European Environmental Agency - Doris 

Marquardt  

Á SNOWMAN - Yvonne Ohlsson 

National funders / policy makers  

Á Sweden - Elisabet Göransson 

Á Slovakia - Maros Finka 

Á The Netherlands - Co Molenaar 

Á France - Dominique Darmendrail 

Joint Programming Initiatives  

Á JPI WATER- Dominique Darmendrail (5 min  

Á FACCE JPI - Heather McKhann (5 min)  

Á JPI CLIMATE - Petra Manderscheid (5 min)  

DG Research - Birgit De Boissezon (10 

min)  

12:45 ï 13:30 Lunch & bilateral networking 

13:30 ï 14:15 DG activities and desires on 

soil and land research  

Á DG Env - Josiane Masson/Bavo Peeters 

Á DG Agri - Agnieszka Romanowicz  

14:15 ï 15:45 Implementing the SRA 

(75 min)  

Á Summary of the open forum - Paul Nathanail 

(15 min)  

15:45 ï 16:00 Next steps  

Towards INSPIRATION4EU - Stephan 

Bartke 

Á EC Soil Conference in Dec 2017 - Stephan 

Bartke 

Á Match-making phase - Paul Nathanail 
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Purpose of the day and your 

expectations  
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Á Present the SRA and implementation plan to relevant policy makers, 
RDI funders and other relevant groups 
 

Á Promote the uptake of major outcomes of INSPIRATION by the most 
relevant and interested parties 
 

Á Identify INSPIRATION priorities for existing funding parties / 
programmes 

Á Discuss ad hoc implementation models (at EU, national/regional levels, 
appropriate timeline) 

 

Á Identify and discuss potential policy impacts  
 

Á Get recommendations for the final steps of INSPIRATION and for the 
layout of the final conference 

 

 

 

Objectives of this Policy Workshop? 
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 A Strategic Research Agenda 

(SRA) for Soil and Land 

Management in Europe  
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The Europeansô  

Strategic Research Agenda for 

Integrated Spatial Planning, Land 

Use & Soil-Sediment-Water 

Management 

On behalf of INSPIRATION consortium 
Professor Paul Nathanail, University of Nottingham, UK 
Paul.nathanail@nottingham.ac.uk 
 

mailto:Paul.nathanail@nottingham.ac.uk
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Take home messages 

Á Bottom up identification of national research and innovation 

demands 

Á Synthesis of these demands into  

ï4 themes (supply; deman; management; impact) and  

ï17 integrated research needs 

Á Formulation of a stakeholder focused Strategic Research 

Agenda to help match making 

Á Green Paper SRA to be sent 26 June 2017 

Á 2nd Policy workshop, 4 July 2017 

Á Match making and revision of the SRA 

Á Conference and Soil Day Celebration 4 ï 6 December 2017 
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Schedule: 8 months to go! 
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UN Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) 

Partnership
for the 
goals 

Peace and 
Justice 
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UN Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG): INSPIRATION 

Life  
below  
water 

Life  
on  
land 

Climate  
action 

Clean  
water and  
sanitation 

Sustainable  
cities and  

communities 
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ñResearch is not finished until it is 

written upòé & has made an 

impact 

Á Creation of knowledge 

Á Transfer of knowledge 

Á Uptake of knowledge 

Á Demonstration of applicability 

Á Codification & standardisation 

 

MOST of our research 
needs involve two or more 
of each of these activities 
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If however you ask the wrong 

questioné you will get the wrong 

answer 

Á Curiosity 

Á Problem solving 

Á Regulatory science 

Á Incremental improvement 

Á Targeted research & development 
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Strategic 

é identification of long-term or 

overall aims and interests and the 

means of achieving them. 

Å synonyms: planned, 

calculated, deliberate; More 

Å antonyms: random designed or 

planned to serve a particular 

purpose. 

http://blogs-images.forbes.com/work-in-
progress/files/2012/09/Strategy.jpg 
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Research 

"creative work undertaken on a 

systematic basis in order to 

increase the stock of knowledge, 

including knowledge of humans, 

culture and society, and the use of 

this stock of knowledge to devise 

new applicationsò.  

(OECD Frascati Manual, 2002) 

http://curiosityresearch.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/8/2016/04/Descriptive-Research-1.png 

http://www.oecd.org/innovation/inno/frascatimanualproposedstandardpr
acticeforsurveysonresearchandexperimentaldevelopment6thedition.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knowledge
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Agenda 

Things to be done 

https://previews.123rf.com/images/iqoncept/iqoncept1302/i
qoncept130200092/17674379-The-word-Agenda-on-a-
numbered-list-of-things-to-do-or-cover-held-on-a-clipboard-
serving-as-a-schedul-Stock-Photo.jpg 
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Strategic Research agenda 

Things to be done, 

to create and then use new 

knowledge, 

to support 

long-term or overall aims and 

interests 

[of Europeôs citizens] 
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ñTransition in Soil Policy needs  

new Knowledgeò Margot de Cleen 

Á To manage something you must first understand it 

Á That which you cannot enforce, do not command 

Á Know your enemy - Know yourself (the enemy within) 


